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About KEK

• Established in 1971 as
  a National Laboratory

• “Inter-University Research
  Institute Corporation” since 2004

• High Energy Accelerator Research Organization
• 12 GeV Proton Accelerator and Booster Facilities (till Mar. 2006)
• 8 GeV / 3.5 GeV electron-positron collider (“KEK B-Factory”)
• 2.5 GeV / 6.5 GeV Photon Factories (PF/PF-AR)

• ~ 700 employees (50% scientists, 25% engineers, 25% administrative)
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KEK B-Factory The Belle Detector
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J-PARC to start in 2008

• 3 GeV and 50 GeV high intensity
proton accelerator complex ~ 2008

• Joint venture by KEK and JAERI
• Major Buildings completed
• Linac to operate by end 2006
• Joint PR efforts with JAERI needs

 to be addressed
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Scope of the Activities of proffice@kek.jp

• Weekly web news
• Press Releases and Meetings
• Interface with scientific TV program crew and/or book editors
• VIP visitors
• Annual Open House
• Annual Public Lectures
• Regional Science Festivals
• Risk communications
• Interactions.org / Lightsources.org / Linearcollider.org
• School visits

Annual school tours, hands-on education,
“Super Science High-School”

• Build and operate an exhibition hall “KEK Communication Plaza”
• Regular contacts and exchange of ideas with other labs and museums

(MEXT, JST, Kahaku, MeSci, Tsukuba Expo Center, etc)
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KEK Web Site

• Weekly News Feature
“News@KEK”

Access log and questionnaire gives
some feedbacks on how these
articles are received by readers

• Press Releases
Topics
Announcements
Events

• “Kids Scientists”
Juvenile Encyclopedia of
particle physics and
accelerator sciences
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Main Magazine

News-At-KEK Press-Info KEK-PR-NOW

Monthly magazine to report
the summary of activities of
the public relations

target audience:
  lab employees and users
  (but the subscription is open to public)

Weekly magazine for
 the general public

Web News Features
Lab Topics
Announcements
Events

Press releases and
announcements 

target audience:
 media, journalists
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Interactions.org and Lightsources.org

• Interactions.org
– International Collaboration of Particle Physics Laboratories around the

world
– First meeting in 2001, launched the web site in 2003
– News Wire carries the press releases from each lab to several hundreds

science journalists around the world
– Signed MoU to share expenses of the web site, meetings etc
– Meet twice per year to discuss issues such as multiple press releases from

participating countries in LHC
• Lightsources.org

– Inspired by Interactions.org, Lightsources.org aggregate the news and
press releases from the laboratory of accelerator based light sources such
as synchrotron radiation, XFEL and ERL

– First meeting in 2003, launched the web site in 2005
– News Wire carries the press releases from each lab to several hundreds

science journalists around the world
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ILC Communications

• Global Design Effort (GDE) is an international collaboration to
coordinate the effort of designing the International Linear Collider, led
by Barry Barish and three regional directors from Americas, Asia and
Europe.

• Since the Snowmass workshop in 2005, four “dedicated” ILC
Communicators from the three regions are working for Barry Barish,
writing stories, maintaining the web site (linearcollider.org), designing
brochures, preparing ILC Design Report, and coordinating other ILC
communications initiative.
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ILC Publicity in Japan
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KEK Communication Plaza
opened on Sep. 4, 2005
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“Physics and Violin”

~1700 applicants
in ~ 2 weeks

for the capacity of
1000 !
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Challenges of Communication in Particle Physics

• Broad range of audiences
– The global community of the big projects themselves
– Our own laboratories
– Regional HEP communities
– Universities and Institutes
– Other field of physics / Other field of science
– Funding agencies
– Policy makers and opinion leaders
– ICFA, ECFA, ACFA, HEPAP, OECD, IUPAP, JPS, APS, EPS, DPF, ...
– Media / Industry / Public
– Our neighbors
– Students / Teachers

• ... and more ...?
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An Ecosystem of “Science Communication”
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Interactions.org highlights

1st InterAction meeting
at DESY in 2001
Brookhaven, Gran Sasso,
DESY, Fermilab, CERN, SLAC

Aug. 12, 2003
Lepton Photon 2003
Fermilab, Batavia, IL
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Summary

• Scientific endeavor  is a part of our human activities – it
need to be well communicated and well understood by the
rest of the society

• Scientific communication, outreach and relationship to the
rest of the human society is as important as the research
itself!

• It involves all of us – and that means, you !
• Communications between HEP communicators had a good

start – paving ways for truly global “21st century style”
science communications

• Need to respect languages and cultural differences


